
 

May 15, 2021 

 

Dear Downingtown Library Supporter, 

Whew! What a year it’s been- we at the Downingtown Library hope you and yours 

are all happy and healthy! We are thrilled to announce that the library has reopened, welcoming 
browsers and computer users back inside. Thanks to your donations and patronage, the 

Downingtown Library continued to serve thousands with library services, even during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Incredibly, in some months, the Library is providing services to more 

patrons than in previous “normal” years! Despite many challenges, the Library swiftly adapted 

to new ways of providing library service, like through contactless holds pick up and robust 

virtual programming to help keep our community and staff members safe. Operating during a 

pandemic- while tough- also inspired new ideas to even better serve our community: 

• The Library will continue “Library To Go” contactless curbside pickup indefinitely, 

thanks to overwhelming positive patron feedback! 

• The much-requested drive-up book drop was installed. 

• The lending of free mobile hot-spots (they allow patrons to access the Internet at home,) 

ukuleles, American Girl Doll kits, and Outdoor Family Fun Kits! 

• The start of a Museum Pass Program- coming Summer 2021- allowing patrons and 

their families to visit a variety of local cultural institutions for free, like the Elmwood 

Park Zoo, Tyler Arboretum, the Lancaster Science Factory, Chanticleer, and the 

Academy of Natural Sciences! 

• And perhaps most exciting of all. . .we have begun planning the Downingtown Library 

Explorium to allow in-person learning, exploration, and socialization year-round! 

What is an Explorium, you may ask? With your help, the Library plans to build an outdoor 

learning and enrichment play area for all ages- the Explorium! Just imagine. . . . a beautiful, 

safe, exciting outdoor area for patrons of all ages to attend programs, play, and make discoveries 

at permanent learning stations. A family can attend an outdoor storytime, teens can perform on 

the outdoor stage, adults can attend a Yoga class or join a book club at the outdoor tables. . . 
the possibilities are endless. The Explorium will also include a variety of outdoor musical 

instruments, fairy gardens, story walks, and so much more. Please help us bring this dream to 

life! 

Thank you so much for giving generously to the Downingtown Library’s 2021 

Summer Annual Appeal- your gift ensures that the Library can continue providing and 

expanding free library services for everyone in our community. Library services grow even 

more important during the summer- as Summer Reading Programs and library engagement for 

all ages help to fight “Summer Slide,” a phenomenon of learning loss through the summer. 

Please make your gift as soon as you can to help us meet our $50,000 goal. You can give 

by completing the enclosed reply card or donating online (http://bit.ly/GiveDtown). Your 

donation helps fund extraordinary Library collections for lending, varied educational 

programming for all age groups, and a safe community center that welcomes everyone. Most 
importantly, your gift builds community, fosters family connection, and encourages life-long 

learning, discovery, and growth. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jack Hines 

President, Board of the Downingtown Library 

 
Please view the reverse of this page to enjoy more about our library. 

Downingtown Library is a 501(C)3 nonprofit public library: EIN 23-1440113 
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Red line represents fence: the grassy area between Wallace Ave. and the
library parking lot will be fenced-in for safety- a roughly 5,000 sq. ft
space.
The Explorium will include: musical instruments, outdoor stage, fairy
gardens, story-walks (mounted outdoor storybooks), games, marble runs,
picnic tables, and more items to encourage learning and exploration! 
This space will host dedicated library programming and free,
unstructured play opportunities for all ages.
Sponsorship opportunities available- advertise your business along busy
Wallace Ave. with fence banners! (visit 
http://downingtownlibrary.org/ways-to-give/ for more info!)

Simplified rendering of the Downingtown Library Explorium:

"Dear Librarians, Thank you for all
the precautions and attention todetails, keeping our families,community, healthy and safe during

the pandemic. Reading, for many,
became our life-line. Thank you." 

"Dear Downingtown Library, This year

has been tough for my family. I wanted to

send something to say thank you so much

for always being there for us, I don't know

what I would've done without my book
pickups every week! Thank you!” 

First in-person baby storytime, April 2021
 

"I'M SO EXCITED

MAMA!!!" -Toddler

bursting through the doors

on the first 
day of

reopening, 3/29/21

 

"Libraries today are able to help the

community so much more than many

realize. Taxes cover very little. A

donation to your local library is an

investment in the future of your

community." 


